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ACTION NEA- 16 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SAB-01 SAM-01 IO-14 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-11 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 AID-05 SAJ-01 ACDA-19 

OMB-01 DRC-01 /1 35 W 

130882 

P R 041455Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1627 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USUN NEW YORK 090 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2201 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL, SY, IS 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN-ISRAELI MILITARY MANEUVERS 

1. DAMASCUS PRESS OCTOBER 4 CARRIED STATEMENT THAT 

SYRIAN ARMORED UNTIS HAD PREVIOUS DAY COMPLETED MANEUVERS 
"USING NEW EQUIPMENT AND TACTICS PROFITING FROM EXPERIENCE 
OF OCTOBER WAR." NEWS REPORT STATED AIR UNITS WERE ALSO 
INVOLVED. ISRAELI RADIO THIS MORNING CARRIED 
STATEMENT BY DEFENSE MINISTER PERES COMMENTING ON THE 
PROVOCATIVENESS OF THESE MANEUVERS. PAST SEVERAL WEEKS 
HAVE SEEN NUMBER OF ISRAELI MANEUVERS ON GOLAN HEIGHTS. 

IN LATE AUGUST GOI ANNOUNCED IT WOULD BE STAGING MANEUVERS 
ON GOLAN; IN MID-SEPTEMBER IT CARRIED OUT SECOND SERIES 
OF MANEUVERS WHICH WERE NOT PUBLICIZED UNTIL COMPLETED. 

2. SOUNDED OUT CHIEF OF STAFF SHIHABI IN RECENT MEETING 
WHETHER IT WOULD BE HELPFUL IN AVOIDING MISCALCULATIONS IF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SARG KNEW WHEN GOI PLANNED TO STAGE MANEUVERS. (THIS 
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WAS IN CONNECTION WITH ISRAEL’S UNANNOUNCED MID-SEPTEMBER 
MANEUVERS WHICH HAD PUT SYRIAN FORCES BACK ON ALERT STATUS.) 

SHIHABI ACKNOWLEDGED IT MIGHT BE HELPFUL IF SARG HAD ADVANCE 
KNOWLEDGE. ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT HE CONSIDERED ISRAELI 
MANEUVERS CLOSE TO DISENGAGEMENT LINE TO BE 
PROVOCATION, WHETHER ANNOUNCED OR NOT, AND SAID HE COULD 
NOT ASSOCIATE SARG WITH ANY REQUEST TO ISRAEL FOR ADVANCE 
WARNING. 

3. COMMENT: UN ROLE: I AM UNAWARE WHETHER SILAS VUO IS 
KEPT INFORMED BY EITHER SYRIA OR ISRAEL ABOUT THEIR 
INTENTIONS TO STAGE MANEUVERS ON GOLAN. STRIKES ME THAT IF 
HE IS NOT SO INFORMED AND INVOLVED AS MESSENGER TO OTHER PARTY, 

HE SHOULD BE. ANY WAY TO KEEP UNANNOUNCED MANEUVERS FROM SPARKING 
ARMED 

CLASH SHOULD BE EMPLOYED. 

MURPHY 
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